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To, Date: Q2L )2422. T e
The Registrar,

Hon'ble National Green Tribunal,
Copernicus Marg,
New Delhi.

E-mail-judicial-ngt@gov.in

Subject: Submission of Action Taken Report in addition to the joint report of joint

committee m compliance of directions issued by Hon'ble NGT vide order dated
25.11.2022 in O.A. No. 862/2022 Pankaj Kumar Mishra Vs. Union of India &

Ors.

Sir,

In Compliance of Hon'ble NGT order dated 25.11.2022 in the matter of O.A. No.

: 862{2022 Pankaj Kumar Mishra Vs. Union of India & Ors., the Action Taken Report in

addition to the joint report of joint committee constituted by Hon'ble NGT is being filed
herewith.

It is requested that the aforesaid Action Taken Report in addition to the joint
report of Joint Committee may be presented before the Hon'ble Tribunal for kind

consideration.
Encl.: As above. Yours faithfully,
C@@’ 22
>
R’ﬁ{egig'gz}.‘lg Officer
Sonbhadra.

Endt. No. & date as above.
Copy to:- Chief Environmental Officer (Circle-2), U.P. Pollution Control Board,

Lucknow for kind information & necessary action please.

Regional Officer
Sonbhadra.
Tﬂ‘ﬂ?ﬂ{  MEF WY 162, TR Hled (Fide goa) Bled) Office: House No. 162, Uttar Mohal (Near Chandi Hotel)
YESHI, WTHE—-231216 Robertsganj, Sonbhadra-231216

-9 - rosonbhadra@uppcb.in E-mail: rosonbhadra@uppcb.in
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Action Taken Report in reference to Hon'ble NGT order in the matter
of O.A. No. 862/2022 Pankaj Kumar Mishra Vs. Union of India & Ors.
dated 25.11.2022.

Hon'ble NGT vide its Order dated 25.11.2022 in the matter of Original Application No.
862/2022 Pankaj Kumar Mishra versus Union of India 203/2021 Devidas Khatri versus Union
Of India &Ors, instructed the following:-

“... 2. This original application has been filed under Sections 14, 15, 17 and 18(1) of National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010 (herein cj'rer referred to as ‘NGT Act, 2010°) raising a grievance that transportation of
fly ash by various thermal power stations located at Singrauli and Sonebhadra region are causing huge air
pollution on the roads and local residential areas and the authorities responsible for monitoring and
supervising such transportation are not acting in accordance with provisions of law and 2013 and 2019
Guidelines laid down in this regard by Central Pollution Control Board (hereinafter referred to as ‘CPCB’).

3. In our view, matter requires consideration as it involves a substantial question relating to environment
arising from implementation of the enactments specified in Schedule I of NGT Act, 2010. However, before
proceeding furtber, we _ﬁnd it appropriate to obtain a factuaf report for which we constitute a joint
Committee comprising MoEF&CC, CPCB and State PCB who shall submit a factual report within three
months by e-mail at judjcid-ngt@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/ OCR Support PDF and
not in the form of Image PDF.

4. The report shall highfight on the comph‘ance with the (y‘"oresaid provisions relating to transportation g'
ﬂ)f ash in accordance with Sjngrauﬁ and Sonebhadra action pfan to maintain environmental quah’tj grrhis

critically polluted area... .. ¥

1. That in compliance of Hon’ble NGT directives, the committee has conducted virtual
meeting with applicant on 16.02.2023 to understand his grievances as well as to discuss the
instructions of Hon'ble NGT and the methodology that needs to be adopted for its
compliance. The major concern highlighted by the applicant is about air pollution due to
road transportation of coal and fly ash.

2. Thereafter, site inspections of the area were conducted by the committee during
21.02.2023 — 22.02.2023. During the site visit the committee interacted with the
representatives from Coal Mines (NCL) and Thermal Power Plants (TPPs) located in the
U.P. side of Singrauali area to understand the current practices adopted by them and the
difficulties (if any) faced by them in complying to the Norms & guidelines concerned with

the matter. g g

Contd...p/2.

(2)
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In above matter, the committee has submitted report on 01.04.2023. The main point
mentioned in that report on 12.7 is reproduced as below:-

"12.7 Continuous Coal fire has also been observed in number of places in NCL mines.

The extent of coal fire was high in coal reject stored in NCL Bina and coal stored near
Krishnshila Rilway siding."

With reference to the above observation, recommendations of Committee were as below :-

"22.24UP PCB should take immediate action against the NCL mining projects wherein
in coal fire incidents are observed."

In above matter U.P. Pollution Control Board has already imposed
Environmental Compensation of Rs. 44340000.00 against NCL-Bina, Distt.
Sonbhadra vide letter No.H 91134/C-2/NGT-62/0.A. No. 817/2023 dated
25.03.2023 for pollution due to Coal fire incident. The letter of UP PCB dated
25.03.2023 is attached herewith as Annexure-I.

Another observation found by Committee during visit as mentioned in report at point
13.10 is as follows:-

13.10 The committee visited the ask dyke area of M/s Obra TPP during the visit.

13.10.1 A dust storm was observed by the CPCB team from the ash dyke, which
resulted into the zero visibility in the area. The TPP unit has not taken any
serious efforts to control dust emission from the ash dyke and most of the
surface arca was dry, which is the main reason for such dust storm.

13.10.2 The ash is spread on the area located along the river bank near the ash dykes of
the unit. It is informed that the said ash is deposited due to the discharge of ash
slurry in past. On the day of visit, work for covering the said spread ash by soil
was in progress. The unit was excavating the soil from the nearby area which
falls in the area.

13.10.3 M/s Obra TPP is discharging huge amount of ash slurry into the river Renu
through Jharia Drain. The same status is being observed from last several years.
The Google Earth satellite images also suggests that they are directly
discharging the ash slurry into the river since last one decade.

In the light of observations, U.P. Pollution Control Board has impsoed
Environmental Compensation of Rs.14370000.00 against Obra Thermal Power
Project (Unit A & B) vide Letter No. H.90955/C-2/Water-79/23 dated
22.03.2023. Copy of letter dated 22.03.2023 is attached as Annexure-II.

& Contd...p/3.
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Another observations found by Committee regarding dust emission generated from
operation of Stone Crushers near Dalla area mentioned at point 15.0 is as follows:-

As per the information 313 valid Stone Crusher approved by Oversight Committee are
operational near the Dalla area.

15:1.

Stone crushers have installed dust containment measures but these are not
adequate, as substantial dust is emitted into the environment during operation.
15.2. Water sprinkling arrangements for dust suppression are also not satisfactory. Fine

stone dust which is of little commercial values is dumped inside premises as well as
along roads.

15.3.  Movement of trucks for carrying raw material and products on inner roads is also a
signiﬁcant source of air pollution in the clusters of stone crushers.

15.4. Huge airborne dust is observed by the committee in the area. The concentration
was to such extent that it was affected the visibility. Similarly, the dust layers were
seen deposited on leaves, houses, and other structures.

In above matter, it is submitted that UPPCB official regularly visit Stone Crushers
operational in Dalla area from time to time. Ambient Air Monitoring near Dalla area has
been done by UPPCB on dated 17.01.2022. The Analysis report is attached herewith as
Annexure-I11. On the basis of analysis report it was found that the particulate matter
PM,, in Ambient Air near Dalla area was found 290.9 Nm® , which is more than the
prescribed standard 100 Nm” . This was mainly due to heavy movement of loaded trucks as
well as operation of Stone Crushers operating there in cluster. Actions are taken from time
to time against the defaulting stone crushers. The closure order against 07 Defaulting Stone
Crusher under section 31 of Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 (as
amended) has been issued by UPPCB. The details are attached herewith as Annexure-IV.

Besides above the stone crushers are also directed not to operate stone crushers from 5
P.M. to 10 P.M. daily.

The above, Action Taken Report is being filed herewith in addition to the Joint report for

kind consideration of Hon'ble NGT. M&qﬁb
O\
(UK. GUPTA)

Asst. Environmental Engineer
U.P. Pollution Control Board
Sonbhadra
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RI%HONAL OFFICE CUM LABORATORY
-P. POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

H. No. 162 Uttar Mohal (Near Chandi Hotel)
Robertsganj, Sonbhadra-231216.

A

AMBIENT AIR QUALITY MONITORING REPORT

Location of sampling point

Sample collected by
Date of monitoring

Main sources of air pollution

OBSERVATIONS:

Ambient Air Quality Monitoring at Hanuman Bhairo
Mandir in the campus of Police Outpost Dalla of Police
Station Chopan, Dalla, Sonbhadra-24.452814, 83.044949
Shubham Singh (J.R.F), Abhay Singh (C.O)

17.01.2022

Stone Crushers as well as Heayy Vehicular Tranport on
SH-5 (Varansi-Shaktinagar)

Weather condition

: Clear & Foggy
Wind direction North to South
Average relative humidity (%) 85 -
Average ambient temperature (°C) 14
Time of sampling started (hrs.) 14.00
Time of sampling completed (hrs.) 22.00
Total sampling time (minutes) 580.8
Average sampling rate for PMyo (m’ /min) 1.21
Total volume of air sampled (PM,) 580.8
RESULTS .
Initial Weight of Filter Paper wi(g)= 3.1418
Final Weight of Filter Paper w2(g)= 3.3108
Weight of Dust on Filter Paper w(g)=wxwi 0.1690
Concentration of pollutant
Standard
Particulate Matter (PMjo) pg/Nm’ 290.9
100 pg/Nm’

e

RegionalOfficer,

Analysed by :

Qi P A
( (l_':"(})’ mgh) (Shubham Singh)

J.R.F.
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